
Easter joy is captured by a vivid description of Easter as the eighth day of creation.  In the book of 
Genesis, we read that God created the splendor that surrounds us in six days, and on the seventh day, 
He rested.  The eighth day of creation refers to the resurrection of Christ in which the world 
experiences the first day of a new creation.  In 2000, Pope John Paul II designated the second Sunday 
of Easter, which is the eighth and final day of the Easter Octave, as Divine Mercy Sunday.  When he 
did so, he called Divine Mercy “the hermeneutical crown of the final day of creation.”  If you want to 
understand the richness in studying scripture, the science of hermeneutics will allow you to delve 
deeply.  When John Paul II called Divine Mercy the hermeneutical crown of the final day of creation, he 
was telling us that Divine Mercy is the key to understanding the joy of Easter.  When the love of the 
Trinity reaches sinful humanity, that love takes the form of mercy.  On the first Easter Sunday, Jesus 
gives His greeting: peace- to be made whole…by mercy. 
 

In 1930, with the cruelty of Nazi Germany growing and communism in the Soviet Union on the rise, fear 
and suspicion abounded.  With two forces of godlessness on the rise, it’s not surprising that a lone 
voice would be given by God as a counter sign to that fear and mistrust- a sign of God‘s mercy.  On 
February 22, 1931, St. Faustina tells us: “I became aware of Jesus clothed in a white garment.  One 
hand was raised in blessing, the other was touching the garment at the breast.  From the opening of 
the garment at the breast came forth two rays, one red and the other white.  Jesus said to me, ‘paint an 
image according to the pattern you see, with the following inscription: Jesus, I trust in you.’”  It’s that 
image that we pray: “Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your dearly 
beloved son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.”  Notice 
that in this prayer we do not simply ask for atonement for my sins, but rather for our sins.  We come to 
the Father in our frailty and ask for mercy.  This prayer is completed with eyes on the wounds of Jesus, 
“For the sake of His sorrowful passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world.” 
 

As we witness to this eighth day of creation, we walk with Thomas who touched the wounds of Jesus 
and uttered the deepest expression of faith: “My Lord and my God!”  It’s with Thomas that we approach 
the throne of God’s mercy.  There are two major sins in every age- presumption and despair.  The 
person in despair says,” I am so bad that I don’t think even God could forgive me.”  Contrast that to the 
person who sins by presumption and says, “I am so good that I cannot believe that God would not want 
me to be with him in heaven!”  We might say that we live in an age of presumption in which people 
presume their own goodness and overlook sin; however, when we go beneath the surface and touch 
the hearts of people who suffer from their sin, we understand that this age may well be an age of 
despair, an age that thirsts for the mercy of God. 
 

St. John’s first letter speaks of blood and water, the rays of red and white radiating from the Heart of 
Jesus.  We know that in baptism by water we are claimed by God’s mercy once and forever and in the 
Eucharist we are fed by our merciful Savior.  Mercy in Latin is misericordia or literally “the suffering of 
the heart.”  In the Old Testament, hesed, which means tender mercy, captures this grace.  Isaiah 49:15 
evokes the tender image of a mother’s love for her child, saying that even should your own mother 
forget you, God will never forget you.  His mercy endures forever!  The tender mercy of God will always 
lead to conversion of heart.  Jesus always called the frail sinner to Himself and comforted and forgave 
him.  In the end, He sent him forth with the gentle but firm reminder: “Go and sin no more.”  It’s not an 
accident that the devotion of Divine Mercy is intimately connected to the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
It’s in confession that we experience most significantly the great mercy of God followed by hearts 
shouting to the heavens: “His mercy endures forever!  Jesus, I trust in you.” 


