
 

Third Sunday of Lent                                                          March 3, 2024 



 

Third Sunday of Lent                                                          March 3, 2024  
 
 
 
Greetings! 
 
In the early Church and, to a lesser extent still today, there were two fasts. There was the "total fast" that  
preceded all major feasts or sacramental events. The ancient name for this fast was "statio" from the verb 
"sto, stare" to stand watch, on guard or in vigil. The second fast was a fast of abstinence from certain foods, 
e.g., meats or fats.  This was more an act of self-discipline and self-control. The statio fast was total and a 
means of watching and waiting…i.e. for something. The fast of abstinence was more general and personal, to 
help oneself be more disciplined or self-controlled. The total fast is still kept today prior to reception of Holy 
Communion. Following Holy Communion, the total fast ceases because Jesus had explicitly stated that we 
don't fast when the bridegroom is here, in other words, what we're keeping vigil for has arrived, the wait is 
over. On the other hand, the fast of abstinence was allowed on Sundays because the continuity of abstinence 
can be important for it to be effective. These initial observations, then, teach us that the Eucharist is always the 
end of a preparation. It’s always the fulfillment of an expectation.  
 
But how did fasting become such an important means of preparing for the Eucharist and of learning virtue 
through self-discipline? Christian fasting is revealed in an interdependence between two events in the Bible: 
the "breaking of the fast" by Adam and Eve; and the "keeping of the fast" by Christ at the beginning of his 
ministry. Humanity's "Fall" away from God and into sin began with eating. God had proclaimed a fast from 
the fruit of only one tree, the tree of knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 2:17), and Adam and Eve broke it. 
Fasting is here connected with the very mystery of life and death, of salvation and damnation. Food  
perpetuates life in this physical world, which is subject to decay and death. But God "created no death."  
(Wis. 1:13) Humanity, in Adam and Eve, rejected a life dependent on God alone for one that was dependent 
rather on "bread alone." (Dt. 8:3; Mt. 4:4; Lk. 4:4) The whole world was given to man as a kind of food, as a 
means to life, but "life" is meant as communion with God, not as food. ("Their god is their belly." Phil. 
3:19) The tragedy is not so much that Adam ate food, but that he ate the food for its own sake, "apart" from 
God and to be independent of Him. Believing that food had life in itself and thus he could be "like God."  And 
he put his faith in food. This kind of existence seems to be built on the principle that man does indeed live "by 
bread alone." 
 
Christ, however, is the new Adam. At the beginning of his ministry in the Gospel of Matthew, we read, "When 
He had fasted 40 days and 40 nights, He became hungry." Hunger is that state in which we realize our  
dependence on something else—when we face the ultimate question: "on what does my life depend?" Satan 
tempted both Adam and Christ, saying: Eat, for your hunger is proof that you depend entirely on food, that 
your life is in food. Adam believed and ate. Christ said, "Man does NOT live by bread alone." (Mt. 4:4; Lk. 
4:4) This liberates us from total dependence on food, on matter, on the world. Thus, for the Christian, fasting is 
the only means by which man recovers his true spiritual nature. In order for fasting to be effective, then, the 
spirit must be a part of it. Christian fasting is not concerned with losing weight. It is a matter of prayer and the 
spirit. And because of that, because it is truly a place of the spirit, true fasting may well lead to temptation, and 
weakness and doubt and irritation. In other words, it will be a real fight between good and evil, and very likely 
we shall fail many times in these battles. But the very discovery of the Christian life as "fight" and "effort" is 
an essential aspect of fasting. 
 
Christian tradition can name at least seven reasons for fasting: from the beginning, God commanded some  
fasting, and sin entered into the world because Adam and Eve broke the fast; for the Christian, fasting is  
ultimately about fasting from sin; fasting reveals our dependence on God and not the resources of this world;  
fasting is an ancient way of preparing for the Eucharist—the truest of foods; fasting is preparation for baptism 
(and all the sacraments)—for the reception of grace; fasting is a means of saving resources to give to the poor; 
fasting is a means of self-discipline, chastity, and the restraining of the appetites. 
 
 

Peace, Joy and Love, 

Fr. Brian J. Roby 
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Bulletin Sponsor of the Week | Thank You 

Our American Men & Women who serve our country in all parts of the world.   
Keep them safe O Lord & bring them home soon. Tony Burch, David Stiff, Michael Bickwermert, Robbylyn 
Young, Beau Knott, Briar Roberts, Logan Bickett, Nick Duvall, Katie Duvall, Devin Blythe, Chase Chatmon, 
Bowen Adams, Brady Boarman, Wyatt Fulkerson, Alexander Baity. 
To keep the list current, please call the office when names should be added or removed.  

Homebound receiving visits from the parish.  Bernadine Dean, Genevieve Boarman, Ruth Anderson, 
Donna McKinley, Mildred Boarman, Joyce Merritt, David Jennings, Vincent & Barbara Brown, JoAnn  
Kauffeld, Marvin Bickwermert, Virgil & Jackie Head. 
Nursing Homes: Edith Payne, Martha Rose Hagan, Sherry Johnson, Bob Howard, Mary Ann Bickwermert. 
Please contact the office if there are any parishioners in nursing homes not listed above.   
We would like to keep our list as up to date as possible. 

Parishioners in formation for Consecrated life- Sister Mary Thomas of the Open Heart of Christ 
(Madeline Mattingly) with the Sister Servants of the Eternal Word and Sister Bethany Marie of the  
Glorious Wounds of Christ (Hannah Bland) with the Passionist Nuns.  
We pray for all those who are discerning their vocation in life, particularly those whom the Lord is calling 
to consecrated life. May they be given the wisdom to hear God's call and the courage to respond generously.  

ST. MARY OF THE WOODS CATHOLIC CHURCH 
10534 Main Cross Street, Whitesville, KY 42378  

Phone 1-270-233-4196  Fax 1-270-233-5557 Catholic Radio WJOR 95.5      
 

Find us on Facebook at St. Mary of the Woods Catholic Church 
Online Giving  - go to website www.stmaryofthewoodswhitesville.com and click Online Parish Giving!    

From the Editor  

 

Bulletin announcements must be submitted in  
writing by 10:00AM on Monday to Sara  

at sara.schrecker@stmarywoods.com 

Altar Care for March 

 

Karla Brown, Cecilia Burch, Pat Howard, Teri Edge 

Easton Pedley, Ashley Johnson, Doris Hagan, Gerald Rhodes, Mildred Boarman, Donna 
Root, David Jennings, Mary Johnson, Jennifer Stinnett, Rob Park, Martine Boarman, 
Sheila Moore, Charlotte Ralph, Debbie Mills, Stephanie Mattingly, Jamie Clark, Stella 
Nash, Virgil Head, Marvin & Mary Ann Bickwermert, Monica Kassinger, Julia Hansford, 
Lisa Clark, Jessy Bennett, Tyler Grant, Deniece Pace. 

To keep the list current, please call the office when names should be added or removed.  
Names may be removed at the Pastor or editors discretion.  

Stations of the Cross 

 

Stations of the Cross will be prayed on Fridays at 
3PM during Lent. 

Flower Memorial 

 

Anyone wishing to put flowers in the front of the  
altar In Honor or In Memory of  someone the  
following dates are available:  

Feb. 2025: 1/2 
Mar. 2025: 1/2 
Cost: $60. Call Sara at the Parish  
Office to schedule. 
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Budget News 
Weekly Parish Budget Needs 26,942.31  
Building & Grounds Fund  20,420.24 

Campaign Income for New School 4,255,778.11 
Campaign Pledges (526) as of 2/26 9,777,328.92  
Tuition Assistance  73,573.57 
SMWS Endowment 65,368.38 
THS Endowment 1,022,852.45  

2/25 Regular Sunday Collection 16,688.29 
Online Reg Sunday Collection  3,952.50 

Total Reg Sunday Collection    20,640.79 

Weekly Cemetery Clean Up Schedule 
 

1st week of the month – Aiden Morris 
2nd week of the month – Mark Dorth 
3rd week of the month – Kenny Nash 
4th week of the month – Jones Family  

Prayer Request  

To make a prayer request, contact one of the  
following on the Parish Telephone Prayer Chain:  

Brenda Hamilton 270-316-5686;  
Norma Kaelin 270-315-8642;  
Alice Howard 270-314-8957;  
Katie Christian 270-233-5081 

Whitesville Knights of Columbus 

 

The next monthly meeting of Council 
#2046 will take place on Mar. 7th at 

7:30PM at the KC Hall.  

Perpetual Adoration  

 

Overall Coordinator: Majella Mills 929-7060 

Quarterly Division Leaders: 
Sandy Merritt 233-4009 Midnight - 6AM;  
Hope Brey 314-1638 6AM - Noon;  
Sharon Boarman 929-4644 Noon - 6PM;  
Dottie Pogue 233-4943 6PM - Midnight 

St. Mary of the Woods Weddings 

 

May 18, 2024 - Joseph Fredrick & 
Cecilia Morris, 6PM 

 

June 1, 2024 - Jack Goetz &  
Mattie Lyons, 6:30PM 

 

June 15, 2024 - Paul Rhodes & 
Brianna Park, 6PM 

 

September 14, 2024 - Logan Goetz & 
Avery Barnett, 6PM 

 

October 12, 2024 - Garrett Roby & 
Tia Velotta, 6PM 

 

October 26, 2024 - Deven Wathen & 
Taylor Pedley, 6PM 

 

November 2, 2024 - Jacob Heisler & 
Bailey Onstott, 6PM 

Online Giving 
  

Are you interested in Automatic Withdrawal?  
For more information, contact Sara at the  

Parish Office, 270-233-4196.  
The secure site for parishioners to create an 

account is https://www.osvhub.com/
stmaryofthewoodswhitesville/funds. 

Live Streaming Schedule 
 

1st Sunday-Randy Howard; 2nd Sunday-John Gray; 
3rd Sunday-Jennifer Barnett; 4th Sunday-Chad Mills; 

5th Sunday & Sub-Lisa Edge 

2023 Chrism Mass 

 

The Chrism Mass will be held at the Owensboro 
Sportscenter on Tuesday, March 26th at 6:30PM. 

Thank You From the  
Charlotte Ralph Family 

 

The family of Charlotte M. Ralph would like to 
thank the Cecil Funeral Home staff, Fr. Brian, David 
Morris, Nichole Rhinerson, Thomas Jarboe, Blaise & 
Simon Mills, Sharon Boarman, the funeral meal team 
and volunteers, and the caring people of St. Mary, St. 
William & St. Lawrence parishes. Your prayers and 

thoughtfulness was felt & deeply appreciated. 
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Sat 2 8:00am 
4:00pm 

†Doris Payne 
†Lou Boarman 

Sun 3 7:00am 
 
9:00am 
11:00am 
8:00pm 

L/D Mark Steven Hagan  
     Family 
Jennifer Stinnett 
†Franky Morris 
St. Mary of the Woods  
     Parishioners 

Mon 4 8:00am 
12:05pm 

†Theresa Wedding 
†Chad Roberts 

Tues 5 8:00am 
12:05pm 

†Charles Wathen 
†Danny Edge 

Wed 6 8:00am 
12:05pm 

†Amy Bailey 
†Cecilia LaFern Ling 

Thurs 7 8:00am 
12:05pm 

L/D Clara Rearden Family 
†Marty Mills 

Fri 8 8:00am 
12:05pm 

†Katie Williams 
L/D Joe & Jean Ann Rearden  
     Family 

Sat 9 8:00am 
4:00pm 

†Doris Knott 
†Randy Nash 

Sun 10 7:00am 
9:00am 
 
11:00am 
8:00pm 

†Dorothy Higdon 
L/D James & Marcella Aud  
     Family 
†Ann Bickett 
St. Mary of the Woods  
     Parishioners 

St. Mary & Trinity High School  
Mass Days 2023-2024 

 

Tuesdays, Grades Pre-K-6 at 8AM &  
Fridays, Grades 7-12 at 8AM 

4:00 PM Saturday— March 9 
Lectors: Doris Waldeck, Jessica Morris 
Servers: Luke Howard, Wade & Henry Burch 
Eucharistic Ministers: Shirley Howard, Lisa  
 Morris, Emily McDaniel, Jaime Howard,  
 Alicia Kurz 

Children’s Liturgy: Leslie Leonard, Janice Smith 
Musicians: Connie Hagan 
Min. of Hospitality: Kenny Nash—Capt., Mark  
 Bickett, Marion Willett, Jeremy McDaniel, 
 Drew Preston, Linny Howard, Dalton  
 Howard 

 

7:00 AM Sunday—March 10 
Lectors: Lane Rhodes, Monica Morris 
Servers: Lydia Snodgrass, Paisley & Presley Merritt 
Eucharistic Ministers: Ina Mattingly, Bruce Hagan 
 Hope Brey, Megan Rhodes, Jenny Hagan 

Musicians: David & Monica Morris Family 
Min. of Hospitality: Scott Crisp—Capt., Stephen 
 Kuder, Gabe Kuder, Charles Mattingly, 
 Kavin Merritt, Dwayne Mattingly 

 

9:00 AM Sunday—March 10 
Lectors: Randall Howard, Jennifer Barnett 
Servers: Jacob Aud, Noah & Marci Aud 
Eucharistic Ministers: Rita Hardesty, Harrison, 
 Avery & Allie Barnett, Nicole Boarman 
Children’s Liturgy: Danielle Rhodes, Mallory 
 Brant 
Musicians: David Morris, Natalie & Noah Gray 
Min. of Hospitality: Keith Roby—Capt., Adam  
 Roby, Nathan Roby, Travis Rightmyer, 
 Charlotte Speer, Floyd Edge 

 

11:00 AM Sunday—March 10 
Lectors: Christy Reed, Taylor Pedley 
Servers: Cole & Ian Roby, Hannah Higdon 
Eucharistic Ministers: Bob Cinnamond, Chris 
 Coomes, Donna Higdon, Vickie Morris, 
 Connor Hatfield 
Children’s Liturgy: Peggy Duvall, Shelby Clark 
Musicians: David Morris & the Johnson Family 
Min. of Hospitality: Travis Barnett—Capt., Blaise  
 Barnett, Brady Barnett, Rick Russelburg,  
 Scott Russelburg, Jake Oelze 

 

8:00 PM Sunday—March 10 
Lectors: Volunteer 
Servers: Volunteer 
Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteer 
Musicians: Alicia Jones 
Min. of Hospitality: Volunteer 

Readings for the Week 

 

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; PS 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; 
 Lk 4:24-30  
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; PS 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc,  
 8-9; Mt 18:21-35  
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; PS 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; 
 Mt 5:17-19  
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; PS 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9;  
 Lk 11:14-23  
Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 
 and 17; Mk 12:28-34  
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; PS 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab; 
 Lk 18:9-14  
Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a;  
 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41  
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School Happenings 

 

We recently celebrated senior night for the winter sports season, honoring the incredible dedication and  
accomplishments of our senior team members from boys basketball, girls basketball, cheer, and dance. Please 
join us in congratulating Kylie Hatfield, Georgia Howard, Jacob Howard, Hannah Nash, JP Payne, Sienaca 
Valdez and Aaron Wright for their outstanding commitment on and off the court! 
 

Additionally, our 8th-grade students were recognized for their achievements in winter sports. Huge  
congratulations to Graci Ballard, Alee Dorton, Maddie Hayden, McKenzie Jones, Adeline Keller, Miah Crisp, 
Abi Jo Roach, Annie Coomes, Lilly Goetz, Sophie Hatfield, Nevaeh Mills, Ella Morris, Camden Aud, Jacob 
Aud, Brady Barnett, Nate Blue, Wade Burch, Levi Hall, Isaac Hernandez, Kayin Howard, Vincent Igleheart, 
Cole Roby, and Mason Smith! 
 

Moreover, on February 2, 2024, we proudly inducted eight new members into the Trinity High School Hall of 
Fame. Please join us in celebrating Lisa Armes, Troy Hardison, Jinky Howard, Allen Howe, Larry  
O’Bryan, Bradley Payne, Josh Payne, and Christina Rhodes for their significant contributions. 
 

As we approach the 2024-2025 school year, we invite you to consider St. Mary of the Woods School or Trinity 
High School for your child's education. For more information and enrollment inquiries, please contact our  
Advancement and Admissions Director, Anna McDaniel, at 270-233-5927. 
 

We're immensely proud of our schools, and we're confident that you'll love them too! 
 

Emily Hernandez  
Principal St. Mary of the Woods School/Trinity High School 
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RCIA 

 

If you know of anyone interested in becoming  
Catholic our formal RCIA Sessions are on Tuesday 

evenings from 6:30-8:00PM in the Activity Room 
of the Parish Hall. For more information or if you 
have questions, please contact Emily Gipson at the 

Parish Office, 270-233-4196 or email, 
emily.gipson@stmarywoods.com 

Youth Group 

 

Youth group will be held this Sunday in the            
Activity Room of the Horn Center from 5:30-8PM. 

St. Mary’s Prayer Bible Study Group 
 

Tuesdays, 6:00-7:15PM in St. Mary’s Cafeteria 
 Studying the New Testament, Singing, Praying & 

Sharing Together! 

The next Confirmation Preparation session will be 
today, Sunday, March 3rd at 2PM in the Parish 

Hall. Both Candidates and their sponsors need to be 
in attendance.                                                                                                                                                                          

Our next session will be Sunday, March 10th at 
2PM. If you have any questions, contact                        

Johnny Sherfick, 270-233-4196 or                                                           
johnny.sherfick@stmarywoods.com 

Baptismal Prep 
 

Contact the office to begin 
Baptismal Prep for you and 

your child. Parents and 
Godparents are asked to  

prepare for this important step 
in the faith of our children. 

First Communion 

 

A reminder that our Parent  
Meeting for First Communion will 

be Wednesday, March 6th at 

6PM in the Parish Hall.  

If you have questions, please  
contact Emily Gipson at the  

Parish Office, 270-233-4196 or 
emily.gipson@stmarywoods.com 

Families of Faith 

 

Our next meeting for Families of Faith will be 
Wednesday, March 20th at 6PM at  

St. Mary of the Woods School. If you have any  
questions or concerns, please contact Emily Gipson 

at the Parish Office. 
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MADE FOR MORE is an inspired blend of 
teaching, live music, and art that taps the deepest 

desires of the human heart revealing their ultimate 
purpose and goal. Want to be inspired by beauty and 
the wisdom of the Church?  Join Christopher West 
and Mike Mangione as they offer a vision of the 

Gospel like you’ve never heard through the lens of 
Saint John Paul II’s Theology of the Body. 

 

Tickets are on sale now and are limited!  Grab your 
tickets today in the parish office or online by  

scanning the QR Code.  
 

Please contact Emily Gipson at 270-233-4196 if you 
would like more information.  

Made for More 

 

Join Emily Gipson for an interview with President of 
the Theology of the Body Institute, Christopher 
West. His global lecturing, best-selling books,  

multiple audio and video programs, and popular 
podcast (co-hosted by his wife Wendy) have made 
him one of the world’s most recognized teachers of 
St. John Paul II’s Theology of the Body--and he's 

coming to Owensboro! Listen in as Christopher and 
Emily discuss the profound joy and freedom that 
come with being exposed to the Theology of the 

Body, and how the Made for More event on April 

18th will begin a journey towards the satisfaction of 
your deepest desires.  

 
  

Scan the QR Code to watch the  
Interview! 

Bereavement Ministry Meetings 

 

April 6th, May 4th, & June 8th 

 

All meetings will be held in the Long Trail Activity 
Room of the Parish Hall from 10AM-Noon. 

 

 For more information, contact Lucy Felty,  
270-826-7038. 
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EX 20:1-17; PS 19:8, 9, 10, 11; 1 COR 1:22-25; JN 2:13-25 

 

This week marks the halfway point in our season of Lent. Our readings call us to roll up our sleeves and  
persevere through the remainder of Lent by committing to a more faithful life with Christ. 

 

In our First Reading from the Book of Exodus, God delivers the Ten Commandments. He commands to not 
worship any gods besides Him, “For I, the Lord, your God, am a jealous God.” He states that those who do 

not follow His commands will receive punishment — yet, to those who love the Lord and follow His  
commands, He will show “mercy down to the thousandth generation.” 

 

These commandments, when faithfully followed, help us remain close to God. They are vitally important to 
our faith. They call us to love God with all our heart, mind and strength and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
God presents these commandments to us with the freedom to follow them or reject them. If we reject them, we 
will have to accept the consequences. If we follow them, we begin to understand that these commands are not 

burdensome but rather liberating. It is because of God’s deep love for us that He gifted us with them. They 
will keep us free from sin and death and help us enter into eternal life with Him. And we are called to follow 

them fully as God says, “For I, the Lord, your God, am a jealous God.” He does not want a half-hearted  
devotion or a lukewarm disciple. As Christian stewards, we are called to follow these commandments  

wholeheartedly and to seek His mercy when we fail.  
 

In our Gospel today, Jesus purifies the temple area because it is being misused as a marketplace. He becomes 
angry at their lack of reverence for God. He spills the coins of the money changers and overturns tables,  

saying, “Take these out of here, and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.” Those who were with 
Him asked for a sign for doing this and He said, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” No 

one understood that He was referring to the death and resurrection of His Body.  
 

Jesus witnessed the way people mistreated the temple — the place to worship God and God alone. He drives 
out the evil and works to purify all that is sinful in that place. This is what Jesus wants to do for us this Lenten 

season. He wants to remove all impurity and evil in our lives and within our hearts so that we may have a 
proper dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. So, let us ask ourselves, what areas of our life need cleansing? Let 

us name those areas and invite Jesus to purify us. He became man to take to carry our burdens and wipe away 
our sins. He has given us boundless mercy, but we must do our part to seek it and commit to living a more 

faithful life as a disciple of Christ.  
 

This season of Lent is only halfway done — there is still time to work through our shortcomings and purify 
our hearts for the glorious Easter morning. Let us not waste another moment. Let us commit to living more 

faithfully God’s commandments, let us seek God’s mercy and let us invite God to transform our hearts.  

https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=42dac781de&e=d0809d9545
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Sponsorship Opportunities for the Bulletin 
 

Why Advertise in a Church Bulletin? 
 

• Advertising in the Weekly Parish Bulletin is one of the best returns for your advertising dollar. 
• The advertising expense is tax deductible. 
• It is localized advertising; it’s in the area that you serve. 
• Advertising helps promote your business throughout the community. 
• The bulletin gives excellent exposure to the business person because it’s reaching more clients. 
• Parishioners feel secure dealing with bulletin sponsors. 
• The Parish and the Businesses both benefit. 
• We spotlight a sponsor each week.  
 

If you do not have a business, but personally know of someone who does, please help the Parish by referring 
that person or business. 

 

For more information on sponsorship, please contact Samantha McMichael at the Parish Office, 270-233-4196 
or samantha.mcmichael@stmarywoods.com 

 

 

“Dedicated to Service” 
Whitesville, KY                  
270-233-4437 

Pre-Planning Available 

 
 

Builders Discount, LLC 

All Wood Custom 

Cabinets & Countertops 

Becky Krampe 
270-926-4200 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #2046 

 

New Members Welcome!  
 

Monthly meetings are held the first 
Thursday of every month at 7:30PM.  

  

812 Haynes Station Rd., Whitesville, KY  

Premium Membership 
$15/month or $175/year 
Standard Membership 

$10/month or $ 115/year           

270-233-5405 
hcc@stmarywoods.com 

Horn Community 
Fitness Center 

MKT-5894N-A edwardjones.com 

pgdtristate.com  270-238-DOOR 

270-686-7508 
2768 Frederica St. 
Owensboro, KY 

Locally Owned & Operated 

 

 

 

PRIMARY CARE AT ITS FINEST 

Open Monday—Friday 
6071 Hwy. 54, Philpot, KY 

270-713-0177 

Linda Boarman, Family Nurse Practitioner 

YOUR HEALTH IS OUR TOP PRIORITY! 


